
The season got off to a won-
derful start with the orches-
tra doing an incredible first 
concert.   

The music consisted of a 
piece by J.S. Bach entitled 
“Fantasy on ‘Sleepers 
Wake.’”  Beethoven’s work, 
“German Dance” got the 
audience moving.  The or-
chestra then went on to play 
three movements from J. B. 
Satin-Georges’ “Sinfonia in 

D” followed by C. 
Gounod’s music from 
“Faust” and ended with the 
coronation march from “The 
Prophet” by G. Meyerbeer. 
Dr. John Falskow provided 
the audience with an expla-
nation of the music and the 
reason it was chosen.   

An audience of nearly 300 
joined us for our first con-
cert at the Sylvan Way Bap-
tist Church, which provided 

us a wonderful welcome 
and terrific assistance.  

The concert was followed 
by a reception during which 
the musicians mingled with 
family, friends and other 
guests.  
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BREMERTON SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

The Bremerton Symphony 
Youth Orchestra Board in-
troduced its first real fund 
raising event to be held on 
Jan. 26 from 10:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m.—Brunch with 
Bach.   

This event will feature the 
chamber music talents of 
our performers and about 40 
of them will be involved.   

The site of the brunch will 
be the beautiful Kiana 
Lodge which has spectacu-
lar water frontage on Puget 
Sound.  

For those unfamiliar with 
the location of the Lodge it 
is on Sandy Hook Rd. NE  
not far from the Suquamish 
Tribal Center.  

The meal will be a buffet 
featuring the Lodge’s 
brunch menu.  Price per seat 
will be $20, but musicians  
who are playing and also 
decide to eat will only be 
charged $10.   A cash bar 
will serve champagne and 
Mimosas for those adults 
who would like them, and 
an espresso bar will also be 

available. 

Parking for the event will be 
at the nearby Clearwater 
Casino where a shuttle will 
drive you to the event.  
Driving instructions to the 
casino can be found at 
www.clearwatercasino.com/www.clearwatercasino.com/
about/location/maps.html 

We are hoping for more 
than 300 attendees to par-
ticipate in the real fund-
raising activity— silent auc-
tion.  More on this inside 
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Inside this issue: 

BSYO Musical  
Equipment Needs: 

$2700—A Clarinets: four 
$500— Leather Music 
Folders  
$1600—C Trumpets: four 
$6300—Bass Clarinet  
$2000—Piccolo 
$2800—Bass Trombone  

These instruments are to be 
loaned to musicians based 
on the music selections. 

Practice session—2006 



Richard Bergeon – President and musi-
cian parent (bergeonfu@msn.com) bergeonfu@msn.com)  

Peter Carlo – Vice President and musi-
cian parent (pcc361@hotmail.com) pcc361@hotmail.com)  

Jan Carver – musician parent 
(jancrvr@yahoo.com) jancrvr@yahoo.com)  

Carmen Gorak –  BSA musician, music 
instructor and parent 
(rgorak@earthlink.net) rgorak@earthlink.net)  

Katie Howard – musician parent  
Jewell Linder – music instructor and 

BSA Board 2nd VP 
(upbeatjewell@aol.com) upbeatjewell@aol.com)  

Brenda McCormick – musician parent 
(Brendam001@aol.com) Brendam001@aol.com)  

Amy Prindle – BSA board member 
(rdlane57@aol.rdlane57@aol.com)  

Kathy Sampson – Secretary 
(corbit95@msn.com) corbit95@msn.com)  

Elaine Thomas – BSA board member 

If you have any comments or questions 
please feel free to contact a board 
member at the concert, by email, or by 
calling the office. 

We have four open positions on the 
board and are looking for people who 
are not musician parents to fill these 
spots.  Our charter requires us to keep a 
balance between parent and non-
parents.  

If you know someone interested in pro-
moting music and children please have 
them contact the BSA/BSYO office at 
360-373-1722. 

Our board meetings are usually held 
the first Tuesday of each month at 6:00 
p.m., at the Workforce Building on Syl-
van Way in  Bremerton opposite the 
library.   

helps musicians attend a summer 
music program 

 $225 – Musician Tuition for a fi-
nancially needy musician 

 $300 – Music Coach sponsorship 
for section or chamber  

 $1,000 – Musician Education 
Scholarship – awarded to a gradu-
ate of the BSYO  

 $5,000 – Music Director – endows 
the music director position for an 
upcoming season 

 $10,000 – Orchestra Tier sponsor  

We are really grateful 
to our present program 
ad sponsors.  We en-
courage everyone to 
make a special effort to 
give them your patron-
age. Their generosity 
goes a long way toward 
providing the adminis-
trative support that the BSYO depends 
on. Few of us realize the expense in-

You may have noticed that our first 
concert did not have a sponsor. These 
sponsors are crucial because they un-
derwrite the cost of the venue, lighting 
and recording services and printing of 
programs and tickets.  

Concert Sponsorships are $1,500 per 
concert and can be shared and there are 
benefits for the sponsors.   

Here are a few facts that you might not 
know about donations. Donations to the 
BSYO are tax deductible and accumu-
late with donations to the Bremerton 
Symphony Association.  At different 
levels the donations are honored in the 
BSA programs and earn season passes 
to the BSA concerts.  Donations are 
encouraged at the following amounts, 
but any donation is appreciated: 

 $100 – School Concert Atten-
dance – funds 20 concert tickets 
for a school  

 $200 – Summer Music Camp – 

volved in paying the rent and providing 
phone services let alone the other ex-
penses involved in running the BSYO. 
We, however, still do not have enough 
advertisers to cover this year’s ex-
penses.  

Ads from family oriented businesses 
are especially welcomed.  Ad sales are 
still encouraged.  The prorated cost of 
the ads run as follows:  
$56 – 1/8  page;  
$114 – 1/4 page;  
$205 – 1/2 page;  

$282 — full –interior page;  
$300 – inside back cover page. 
 

Contact Gena for a flyer that tells 
and shows everything a prospec-
tive advertiser might want to 
know call 373-1722 or send an 
email to her at:  

youthorchestra@symphonic.orgyouthorchestra@symphonic.org 

The ads will appear in all the remaining 
concert programs.  
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and BSA musician 
(elaine_thomas2@comcast.net)  elaine_thomas2@comcast.net)   

Musician representatives are: Nick 
Carlo and Cody Jandzinski 

If you have ideas, tell us. Your emails or letters are wel-
come.  

M U S I C A L  N O T E S  

Know a business that might want 
to put a coupon in our program? 

Sponsors  /  Donations  /  program ads 

Our Board 



ticipated in.  

While the name of our group is the 
Bremerton Symphony Youth Orchestra 
we are hardly a Bremerton exclusive 

Our orchestra membership is highly 
talented in many ways. They are recog-
nized as highly disciplined and atten-
tive.  They are noted for excelling in 
school and being comfortable perform-
ers.  

Hey! How many of you knew that 
Megan McCormick starred in 
“Highschool Musical”? She did—the 
recent South Kitsap High School ver-
sion. In addition to being our one of our 
oboists she sings at many events.  

We’d like to tell the musicians about 
the  accomplishments of other BSYO 
musicians. Please let us know about 
music events, scholastic awards won 
and contests that have been or will par-

orchestra.  Here is the breakdown of 
where our musicians come from: 

Bremerton—35  (98310-7, 98311-13, 
98312-13, 98337-2) 

Central Kitsap—22 (98380-2, 98383-
19, 98393-1) 

North Kitsap—18 (98346-4, 98370-14) 

South Kitsap—15 (98332-1, 98333-2, 
98335-3, 98359-1, 98366-2, 98367-5, 
98384-1) 

We have two new musicians whose  
addresses are not yet in the database.     

To set up a carpool, ask Dr. Falskow if 
you can post your name and zip on the 
board at practice. 
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Our musicians 

Anyone looking to carpool to practice session?  Someone 
may live nearby! 

Here are some more:  

Kids love to  get things like music les-
sons; have a hosted birthday party. Do 
you know someone who might give 
lessons in swimming, gymnastics, golf, 

tennis, horseback 
riding, martial arts, 
shooting or archery?  

Perhaps you know 
someone who could 
rent equipment for a 
party or donate a site 
for a vacation like a 
condo or a cabin?    

Perhaps you and your friends could put 
in some time doing housework, yard 
work, cleaning a garage or business, 
washing windows or detailing cars? 
Love to decorate?  How about helping 
someone put up/take down their Christ-
mas decorations or wrapping their 
gifts?   

Do you know somebody with a busi-
ness like horse ranch, kayaking or river 
rafting? Maybe someone you know has 
a sailboat or small plane who would 

like to give a day sail or scenic flight.  

Many businesses get movie, baseball, 
basketball or football tickets to donate.  
Maybe your pool or sports club could 
donate a season membership?  

Do you know someone with a trading 
card or Beanie Baby collection they are 
ready to part with?  Maybe you or they 
could put together a gift basket?  

Maybe you work someplace that others 
would find interesting to visit. How 
about arranging a guided tour? 

 Notify Donna Burt about your auction 
donations—dburt@tscnet.comdburt@tscnet.com 

Come join “Friends of the BSYO” 
and help us make the event a success.  

Auction coordinators (1) 
Advertising and programs (1) 
Program ad sales (3) 
Sponsorship sales (2) 
Meal coordination and setup (3) 
Ticket sales (2)  
 
Contact Kathy Sampson to join up: cor-
bit95@msn.com or call 692bit95@msn.com or call 692-5969 

BSYO is planning its first significant 
fund-raiser which we hope will enable 
us to meet next year’s budget increase  
and enable a second-tier.  

BYSO musicians, families and friends: 
do you—or 
someone you 
know—have a 
talent to share?  
A special skill or 
knowledge?  Ac-
cess to unusual 
activities, people 
or natural re-
sources?  Yes, you do—and we need 
your participation to make our first  
BSYO silent auction a success.   

A silent auction will be held during our 
Brunch , and there is no time like the 
present to turn in your auction donation 
pledges. (Pledge forms are attached at 
the back.) 

If you haven’t already done so start 
talking to friends, businesses and com-
munity groups.  We gave you some 
ideas last month (see your newsletter.) 

V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  2  

“Ask your friends, your neighbors, the 
merchants where you shop regularly, as 
well as your colleagues and co-workers” 

S ilent auction update 



Reserve seats now.  Tickets are $20 per 
seat ($160 per table) and include a buf-
fet brunch.  Performing musicians who 
want to eat only have to pay $10. 

Seat 1: 
 
 
Seat 2:  
 
 
Seat 3: 
 
 
Seat 4:  
 
 
Seat 5: 
 
 
Seat 6: 
 
 
Seat 7: 
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Name: 
 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
Phone: 
 
 
Number of tickets requested: 
 
Amount submitted: $ 

(Note: Tables seat  8. If you are re-
questing tickets for more than yourself 
please provide the names of the other 
people in the next column—if you 
know them now.) 

Charge card payments can be taken by 
calling the office at (360) 373-1722 

Kiana Lodge Atrium where we will be holding the event 

Become a member of Friends of the 
BSYO.  
 
Membership is $25 per annum.  The 
money goes toward activities of the 
group.  Friends handle the fund-raising 
activities of the Bremerton Symphony 
Youth Orchestra and will sponsor and 
organize several activities during the 
year of which Brunch with Bach is the 
most intensive. 
 
To become a member please contact 
Kathy Sampson at corbit95@msn.corbit95@msn.com 
or call 692-5969 
 

M U S I C A L  N O T E S  

Brunch with Bach Reservations 

join the  BSYO w/o Playing Mus ic 
My name is: 
 
 
I/We wish  to donate $ _____________ 
 
You can contact me at: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
Phone: 
 
 
Email:  
 
 
Please make checks payable to the 
“BSA”   (Bremerton Symphony Asso-
ciation) and  send this form.  
 
Mail to: Bremerton Symphony Asso-
ciation, 532 Fourth St., Suite 16, P.O. 
Box 996, Bremerton, WA 98337 

You may call the Symphony office to 
make a credit card donation.  
 
The Bremerton Symphony Youth Or-
chestra is part of educational outreach 
program of the Bremerton Symphony 
Association which is a 501 © (3) no-
profit corporation and, for income tax 
purposes, your gift may be deductible 
on your tax return.  
 
Donations to the BSA/BSYO are quali-
fied for matching funds from many em-
ployers.  Please check into your pro-
grams.  
 



By MICHAEL C. MOORE 

KITSAPSUN.COM 
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(Reprinted by permission) 

It seems like anywhere you go on the 
Olympic College campus, there are 
teachers and student, teaching and 
learning. 

Not unusual, you're thinking. 

But this is Sunday night. And the 
teachers doing the teaching aren't on 
the OC payroll. And the students doing 
the learning aren't old enough to be in 
college. 

They're actually all from the Bremerton 
Symphony Youth Orchestra, and 
they've spilled out from the big practice 
room into makeshift rehearsal spaces in 
several different OC buildings. 

"We're trying to have two sectionals 
per concert cycle, and we need to get 
the various sections off by themselves," 
said director John Falskow between 
issuing room assignments and direc-
tions to his musi-
cians, who range in 
age from 9 to 19. 
"We're kind of all 
over the place." 

That's out of neces-
sity. Since the 
Bremerton Symphony Association took 
the youth orchestra under its wing three 
years ago — which included hiring the 
Tacoma-based Falskow as its music 
director — its roster has more than 
doubled. 

"When I got the job, there were about 
30 musicians," he said. "Right now, 
we're a few above 70." 

It's pretty clear that young musicians 
were hungry for the kind of opportuni-
ties the BSYO creates. 

"I jumped at it," said Austin Carver, a 
senior at North Kitsap High School 
who's been playing trumpet in school 
concert, marching and jazz bands since 
he was a fifth-grader. "I don't want to 
have just one genre to play. I want to 
have the chance to play as many differ-
ent kinds of music as I can." 

Nicholas Carlo, a Central Kitsap High 
School junior who moved into the area 
three years ago, said he felt fortunate to 
find an outlet for his playing. 

"When we got here, I was looking for 
whatever opportunity there was for 
public performance," said Carlo, a cel-
list in the orchestra who also plays pi-
ano and violin. "I felt lucky this was 
here." 

For Falskow, who commutes north 
from Tacoma — where he chairs the 
music department, conducts the sym-
phonic band and teaches classes at Ta-
coma Community College — there are 
the usual pitfalls associated with direct-
ing a youth orchestra. Musicians come 
and go, changing schools, moving 
away or simply growing out of their 

interest. 

But the swelling 
roster of his or-
chestra is a bless-
ing, not a curse, 
he said. He's 
been helped by 

numerous volunteers from the Brem-
erton Symphony who come to re-
hearsals — including those far-flung 
OC sectional sessions — to serve as 
mentors and coaches to their young 
counterparts. 

The commitment of the young musi-
cians never has been a problem, ei-
ther. Already saddled with school-
work, jobs and other outside activi-
ties, they willingly find the time. 

"I love doing it," said South Kitsap jun-
ior Megan McCormick, who fits the 
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orchestra (she plays oboe) into a sched-
ule that already includes dance classes, 
instrumental and vocal classes at school 
and community theater. "It sounds 
corny, but my whole life revolves 
around music. I couldn't imagine not 
doing this." 

As the number of musicians in the or-
chestra rises, Falskow said, so does the 
level of musicianship they bring with 
them. 

"I think it's a testiment to the music 
education available around here," he 
said. "In most places, string education 
especially tends to be pretty splotchy. 
Orchestra programs tend to get less at-
tention." 

One of his biggest challenges, he said, 
is programming music that will interest 
but not overwhelm his players. 

"It's such a tricky dance with students," 
he said. "You make it too easy, and 
they might get bored. But if it's too 
hard, they feel defeated. 

"But these kids are like sponges," he 
added. "So far, they're just soaking eve-
rything up." 

They're also making the OC campus an 
extremely busy place on Sunday nights. 

© 2007 Kitsap Sun 

Carolyn J .Yaschur | Kitsap Sun Cellists Kierra 
Neher, right, and Nicholas Carlo rehearse with 
the rest of the Bremerton Symphony Youth Or-
chestra in the Olympic College music room. 

M U S I C A L  N O T E S  

"But these kids are like sponges," 
he added. "So far, they're just 
soaking everything up." 

Opportunities knocking — er , 
Drumming — with bsyo  



Our mission: 

“To provide young people of Greater Kitsap County 

with an orchestral experience marked by educa-

tional excellence through a unique relationship with 

the Bremerton Symphony Association.” 

532 - 5th St., Suite 16 
P.O. Box 996 
Bremerton, WA 98337 

call ahead to reserve it before the con-
cert.  Musicians are encouraged to sell 
tickets to classmates, friends and  
neighbors.  

The schedule for the coming weeks: 

Nov. 18—Chamber/Orchestra 
rehearsal 

Dec. 2—Chamber/Orchestra 
rehearsal 

Dec. 4—BSYO Board meeting 

Dec. 9—Chamber/Orchestra 
rehearsal 

Dec. 15—Bremerton Symphony 
Concert: “Messiah” 

Dec. 16—Chamber/Orchestra 
rehearsal 

Jan. 6—Chamber/Orchestra rehearsal 

Jan. 8—BSYO Board Meeting 

Musicians: If you are new this year 
and do not have a shirt please call the 
office (373-1722) and arrange with 
Gena to order your size.  These shirts 
are free and you are encouraged to 
wear them to school and events. 

Music from the first concert is due to 
be returned now. Please remember 
there is a cost associated with each 
page.   Please keep an eye out for old 
BSYO music. 

Every musician is entitled to compli-
mentary tickets to the Bremerton Sym-
phony performances.  Parents can buy 
their own BSA season tickets and re-
quest complimentary tickets for the 
musicians at the same time.  

Musicians get one complimentary 
ticket for each BSYO concert, but they 
should pick them up from the office or 

Jan. 13—Chamber/Sectional/Orchestra 
rehearsal  

Jan. 20—Chamber/Orchestra rehearsal 

Jan. 26—Brunch with Bach 

Leftovers & Schedule 

Phone: 360-373-1722 
Email: youthorchestra@symphonic.orgyouthorchestra@symphonic.org 

Got questions? We suggest you check the website first. 
The website lists concerts, rehearsal schedules, contacts, 
and policies.  More will be added soon! 
 
You can also find BSYO clothing and gift items to help 
your musician celebrate his/her orchestra experience! 

BREMERTON SYMPHONY YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

Is this website address familiar? 
 
http://www.bremertonsymphony.org/BSYO/index.htmlhttp://www.bremertonsymphony.org/BSYO/index.html 

Carolyn J .Yaschur | Kitsap Sun  
Bremerton Symphony Youth Orchestra director 
John Falskow, right, leads a rehearsal 


